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Byron's intellect, as well as the rhetorical
character that pervades much of his poetry, and
which so singularly combines the impassioned
eloquence of Rousseau with the antithetical
declamation of Pope, it is likely that if he had
steadily devoted himself to public life he might
even have become a parliamentary leader. His
temperament, however, would not have allowed
of such a devotion.

My new friend, Mr. F., finding that I was
meditating an expedition to the plain of Mara-
thon, invited me to accompany him to a country
house which he possesses on an estate not far
distant from the battle-field. He has made
Greek antiquities an especial study, and pub-
lished a pamphlet of much learning on the
topography of Marathon, as well as of other
parts of Attica. I had not then read his work j
but the deep acquaintance which his converse
tion evinced with the ancient authorities on such
subjects, made me feel that I was fortunate iti
falling in with such a guide; and before I had
long enjoyed his acquaintance, I thought myself